“WEATHER.

Cloudy and unsettled tonight; to-
morrow fair; moderate temperature.

Temperature for twenty-four hours
ended at 2 p.m. teday: Highest, 71,

at 2 p.m. yesterday;
6:30 a.m. today.
Full report on page 11,

lowest,

39, at

Closing New York Stocks, Page 27.
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FOCHT OUTLINES .
HOPES FOR MODEL
WORLD CITY HERE

Will Resign War Claims Body
to Head New District
Committee.

FAVORS U. S. OWNERSHIP
OF ALL BUILDINGS USED

Wants Best Power, Gas, Water
Supply, Fire and Police Depart-
ments for Lowest Tariff.

To make Washington the weorld
center of commerce and finance, civil-
ization, humanitarianism, education
and science is an ambition to accom-
plish which the District Commission-
ers and District residents should co-

operate in a big, broad way Wwith
‘Congress, Representative Benjamin
k. Focht of Pennsylvania, the new

chairman of the House District com-
mittee, feels.

Representative .Focht has a broad-
gauged view of the future-of Wash.
jngton—is cager to take a leading
part in making all of its institutions,
 schools, police and fire departments,
water  system, parkways, play-}
-grounds, e¢tc., modelg for the entire
country. He wants to have all of
the government activities housed in
magnlificent government-owned build-
ings, and to arouse in everr_Amerl-
can's breast a yearning to.visit the
nation's capital as frequently as pos-
- sible.

Gives U'p War Olaims Pest.

He believes that this development
should not he left to an uncertainly
distant future, but should be under-
‘taken at once and pushed persiatently,

?\rlth the Commissioners, the resi-
dents and Congress working hand-
in-hand. Because he feels  thus
‘strongly Representative Focht has

;declded to relinquish the chairman-

“ﬂl;e Houa;gt‘l‘tﬂe; mittee - ? : - By e e ;
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Sees New Enmergy Here.

“The next phasf in the Distriet's
btroad development to me appears to
be right befere us. There iz & new
and revitalized and quickened energy
here, otherwise 1 would not care to be
the chairman of the District commit-
tee, for without the assurance of earn-
est co-operation from those who have
the real glorification of the District at
heart rather than sordid personal in-
terests and selfish ends, there can be
no hope for steps of advancement.

“1 vision a“truly new Washington in
the sense of a more nearly completed
city on the lines long ago contem-
plated—in fact. a world's model city
im architectural beauty and parks of
recreation, educational facilities, In
safety and freedom, generous allow-
ances for service rendered and low |
costs for public utilities. Every
human abede should bhe & home and
not a tenement, with well supported
institutions of advanced education. In
fact, everything which might be em-
bodied in the scope and conception of
Christian ecivilization on which the
arches of the republic rest. It is not
a dream to smee all this climaxed and
apexed during the existence of the
present generation.

Fleased by Appointment.

“I am glad that President Harding
so promptly said ‘Let's go' when he
named two representative business'l
men on the commission, for there is
now truly tter prospect than ever
for the District of Columbia to once
aﬁ: be on its way."

néw chairman of the House Dis-
trict committee, i addition to his
pride in the {m;ren of the National
Capital, wishes to see Washington
in every particular the modé&l city of
the world., After long gervice in the
Pennsylvania legislature, house and
senate, he was elected to the Sixtieth
Congress, and has therefore served
while Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson
were in the White House. During_the
Sixty-third Congress he was “absent.”
B0 down to defeat in consequence
of the thl split in the republican
party. but he came back to the Sixty-
fourth Congress, anl on March 4 of
this year entered upon his seventh

term.

Before he was eighteen years of a
he founded a newspaper and p..bu.ﬁf
ing plant in his home town, which,
under his direction, has since been in
continuous and successful operation.
Like President Harding, Representa-
tive Focht's “rabbit's foot” is a print-
er's rule. which he used in the years
before the advent of the linotype.

Linked With Penrose.

~

He was a member of the Pennsyl-
vania assembly, when Senator Pen-
rose was leader of the state senate.
From then until now Representative
Focht has confidently linked his
political fortunes with the senator's
trlumphant leadership, and with him
has worked for regularity in party
activities through every trial which
has beset the republican cause in his
state, . .

The new District committee chair-
man brings to service more than long
experience in politics and as an editor
and publisher. When in the assembly
and state senate he served on the
appropriations committee, and was
chairman of the committee on bank-
ing. He is author of much labor
legislation. and wrote the ballot law
of the state, which ecombines the
straight voting .apd Australian sys-
tems. During the two years he was
“absent” from Copgress he served as
water supply commissioner of Penn-
sylvania. This experience will be of

llt}:tin;‘ ekt
t present Washi ‘s s B, ave-
nues and alleys are ted mms in-

\GAS LAMPS IN D. C. STREETS
MAY BE DONE AWAY WITH

Commissioners Favar Beiter Lighting in
All Sections to Prevent Ctme and |
Acecidents.

i}

in the District 'with incandescent

be advocated by
Commissioners as’the most ;économi-

Mumination in Washington.
In interviews given The Star today
all three Commissioners declared

and in pre\'entln:g_ traflic accidents. |

Developed sections of the city as well
as sunburban and outlying areas will
be included in whatever improvement
program may. be adopted.

Publie Ownership in Mind.

There is aiso a probabilit¥ that the
C8mmissioners will consider the ad- |
visability of the District financing the
installation of poles and cables With
the view of having the street Mghting
system eventually owned by the mu-
nicipality. Engineer - Commissioner
Kutz is known to have this:plan in
mind. .

The local government, under the law,
may erect poles and lay cablés at its
own exxtnse or it may order the Poto-
mackElA ric Pawer C?mpany to d:f ttr;zs
work., S a atter o fact, part e
incandescent ting mystém _ is now
owned by the “District gad by the
power corpo?uon. - ‘ question has
arisen as to whetheritlle rate of return
the corporation woull be permitted to
earn on itd Investment in. poles and
cable: uld not_be -greater than the
interest the Distriet would have to pay
if it apsumed the expense of installing
future equipment for incandescent street

ndescent lamps 10,568 -gas mantel
mps. The electric lamps give a forty-

Replacement of all street gas lamps|

lamps is the policy that probably will |
the“ new board of |

cal and effective means of lncreasing of the' poles, the other to operate two

candlepower illumination, and Col. Kutz
elieves that this is sufficient. /

There is great need, however, all three
| Commissioners agree, of increasing the
fllumination afforded by the gas lamps.
There are two wayg of accomplishing
this. One is to rearrange the spacing

' b

mantels insteag of one.
Favork Incandescents.
Commissioner Kutz.  who exercises,

7 supervision over the District electri-
lh(;mselves in favor of petter lighting I ca? department, believes that neither |

as an aid both in preventing erime |

plan will be economical in the long
run, and that a better policy would be
to replace all gas lamps with incandez- |
cent lamps as rapidly as Congress wiil |
provide funds for the work.

The
practically pledged itself to this Poy-
iecy when. in the supplemen_tal esti-
mates zent to the Senate for improve-
ments to be paid for out of the sur-
A District funds in the Treasury.
it asked an appropriation of 350,000
with which to start the replacerqent
of gas with electric lamps. The Sen-
ate approved the item, but it was lost
in conference. A

For several years the Conmrmission-
ers have been requesting larger ap-
propriations for street llghtln_g' than
Congress has allowed. In their esti-
mates for the fiscal year 1921 the
Commissioners asked for $450,000 for
street lighting and got $415,000. Last
vear they requested an appronri_ation
of $478,000 in addition to the $50,000
item included in the supplemental es-
timates. The appropriation finally
adthorized was $430,000.

There is no doubt the Commission-
ers will ‘ask for a very liberal light-
ing appropriation in the next regular
budget. In the meantime they will
make every possible use of the funds
becoming available July 1 in lighting
up spots where insufficient illumina-
tion is held to be a menace to the
safety of the citizens.

R T g e iy 4

nt. conditions and
iency of the United

“Weé are asking for a
e Tt Sl S,
fce, arder to guarantee to e
qat.m United States an actual
in pubMic employment, to
o8 2 .wage and’
Sl
id yes the mi-
nation of inefiicient,” Mr. Bteward
told the President.. wi x
“This we know. would put ‘heart
into the service,” continued Mr. Btew-
ard.  He mnnet “the hope that
legisiation tending to reciassification
‘wifl be enacted speedily by Congress.
“For the reorganizatién of the exec-
utive d ments of government.
as well as for reclassification. we as
employes in all occupations and in all
branches of the service, through our
orgamisation, offer you our fullest
co-operation in the undertaking to
readjust the various Services,” Presi-
dent Steward sald. s
He told Mr. Harding that the na-
tional federation would take pleasure
in naming a committee to co-operate
'I’:gl. the administration’s reorganiza-
t ‘program. o
President Harding told the delo-J
gation .that he and the members of
his cabinet would be at their serv-
ice at-all times, and he Invited their
co-operation. The President said he
particularly desired co-operation of
the employes during the -coming re-
organization of the government ma-
chine. Increased efficlency, and not
so much attention to Pcreased com-
pensation at the present, Was par-
ticularly desirous, he i
Follewing the conference, the Presi-
dent went with the p to the
lawn In rear of the ite House,
where their pictures were taken:
Other members of the council re-
ceived by the President were John
Fitzgerald of Brooklyn, N. Y.; Charles
I. Wiegand, Baltimore; Miss Ger-
trude M. McNally, Washington, D. C.:

Richard Nash, East St Louis, Mo.:
Willilam J. Sleep. Boston; 8. Tyson
Kinsell, Philadelphia; J: Hines,
Leavenworth, Kan.; ~Edward W.
Tobin, St. Louis, Mo.; %. G. Dauphine,
Dayton, Ohio. and EX J Nermyer,
Wasbington, D. C. ;

Meets Foreiga Enveoyn.

President ledlnﬁl continued today
his conferences with foreign envoys,
receiving Baron Shidehara, the Japm-
neni ambassador, at the White House.
The' discussion |s understood to have
had to do with several intérnational
subjects of mutual interest to the
United States and Japan.

Tariff requirements of the south will
be presented to the ways and means
committee of the House during the
first week of the special session of
Congress, which conveneg April 11, by
representatives of -seven indus-
tries affillated with the Southern
Tariff Assoclation, John H. Kirby of
Houston, Tex., president of the asso-
ciation, =aid, following a long talk
with President Harding yesterday.
Following this conference, Mr., Kirby
issued a call for the delegates of his
assocjation to meet in Washington
on April 15. .

CRISSINGER IS SWORN IN.

D. R. Crissinger of Marion, Ohlo,
took oath today as controller of the
currency, and as such automatically
became a member of the Federal Re-
serve Board. He was sworn in In the
presence of members of the board.

the District of Columbia water sup-

Y.

He has had experience as a bank
director, in steel manufscturing and
raliroad construction. Mr. Focht has
been before the people for various
offices twenty-eight times and was
twenty-five times elected, and has

: ‘cotnsel began
',;!"’.‘- taon

4 “Jamesg H. Mathers, county attorney
‘{ for Carter county, who was retained

DEFENSE IS FORCED
TOPLEADFOREGRL

Hamon, go immediately to the jury
was ruléd out by Judge mas W.
its plea for acquittsl
defendant.” ¥

, Ge 16 Jury This Afiernses.
With the amnounced plans of both
fate and ‘defense, it appeared that
most of the: day would be taken up
with srguménts and the case be given
to the jury late in the afterppen.
When efforts of the defense to
walve arguments wereé held up yes-
al‘.‘d:',‘ afternoon, W: P. Mclean, chief
1 for Clara Hamon, and 8. P.
eeling, state’s attorney general, in
they molfe tt‘;;eeymp:'oemw“; "am':?u? l!tf
deeply into the evidence adduced at

the week’s sessions and analyze it to
the jury in detail. i

r Clara Hamon . before he- assumed
flice, was to follow Mr. Champion
,:l? . McLean was to make the de-
‘s ‘closing. argument, after which
Attorney General Freeling will sum
up for the state.. VL S
The at s spoke without a time
1limit, agreement te.five hours for each
,.a’ide having been abrogated.

C‘l-"lﬂl Opens  for

Joe Ben Champion, twin brother of
the judge, opened for the defense. Mr.
Champion In opening said the case
had been delayed by the state, and re-
ferred to the speech of H. H. Brown,
special prosecutor as not having
touched on the evidence.

He referred to the participation in
the case of Attorney General Freel-
ing as “a high state officigl sent down
here to prosecute a poor,. innocent
o?untry girl for shootin S million-
aire.” -

Clara Hamon's eyes filled with tears
at this reference and she sat with
downcapt face.

“When Jake Hamon met her,’ Cham-
pion sald, ‘she was a brown-coved
girl; when he lured, coaxed, wooed
and won, he was a powerful lawyer of
forty years, a master mind.

“He took her, an innocent country
girl, educated her, sent her to col-
lege, not that she might serve him as
stenographer, but that finally in the
end she might yield to his brutal pas-
sions.” ;

Trieas te Btop. Speaker.

L. C. Mullen, a friend of Jack
Hamon, who sat near Champion, lean-
ed over and, taking the attorney's
arm, tried to stop him when he re-
ferred to J. S. Mullen, his brother, as
‘having beén one who ‘“countenanced
ten years of open and notorious adul-
tery in the life of Jake Hamon.”

SBheriff Buck Garrett, sitting imme-
diately behind Mr. Mullen, touched
Mullen on the shoulder and told_ him
to remain quiet. -

Walter Scoft of Fort Worth, Tex.,
of defense counsel, ‘took a seat be-..
tween Mr. Mullen and Mr. Champion,
who strode up and down gesturing

“The people may not question his
right to send the attorney general
here,” Mr. Champion said, referring
to Gov. J. B. A. Robertson, “but they
will question his judgment.” .

Mr. Champlon said: “He was im-
posed on by those who wanted to.
:‘ieep their clutches in the Hamon mi]-

ons.”

-

Enacts the Tragedy.

Champion cgiled Mr. Mathers be-
fore the jury, laid him on a table and
used 2 law book for a piMow.

“Jim, you are Jake and I'm Clara."
he sald to Mathérs; "“you've been
drunk al;tdag." it

He took the pistol and ill
his idea of the shooting asu::.?l::g

|THREE-YEAR UPWARD

last board of Commissioners 8
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DROP IN GAS RATE
OF CTETO$1.
| BE ORDERED:

Decision to ‘Be Made Late
Today and Be Effective
After Tomorrow.

UTILITY TREND BROKEN |

Recent Drop in. Price of 0il Gives |
Chief Basis for Reduction |
From 0ld Rate. il

The Public Utilities Commission Will
render a decision late taday, in which
the price to be charged for gas in
Washington after tomorrow will be
reduced to $1.25 per thousand cubic
feet to' private homes and othér small
consumers. This rate will continue in
effect until the end of the year.

That is the rate which was in effect
prior to last November, when the
commission established the present
rate of $1.32 per thousand cubic feet,

and would be a reduction of 7 cents
per thousand. .

The gaduction in the price of gas
wlill be the firet break in utility rates
gince the upward trend began three
years ago, following increased oper-
ating costs as a result of the war.

The Washington Gas Light Com-
pany, for itself and the Georgetown
company, asked for continuation of
the présent rate until September.

! Recent Dreop in Oil

A recent drop in the price of oil,
one of the largest items of expense
in gas manufacture, is the principal
factor in thé reduction in price.

When the company was given the
rate " of $1.22 last November it was
paying 123 and 123 cents per gallon
for oil. In Fehruary, however, oil
was bought at a fraction less than
10 cents a gallon, and since that time
the company has contracted for small
quantities -at 813 and 7% cents.

It has been held by the commission
in the past that since four gallons of
oil are used to a thousand cubic feet
of gas, a change of a cent in the price

of oil should make a change of 4
cgnts in the price of a thousand feet
of gas. i

Justified by February .l"ﬂ&.

According to this reasoning, the
February. price’ of approximately ‘10
cents a gallon for oil would justify
the reduction to $1.25 in the price for

Eas. | ~ gh
The eomm.ll.'lnn's mccountants -found
of making gas
on the valué

pt its property for the year 1921,

BEER AT SODA FOUNTAIN
ALONE, ASSERTS PALMER

’,
Declares Ruling Will Not Permit
Sale Qyer Baloon Bar or in
Dining ‘Room. ;
PHILADELPHIA, - March § 17.—The
ruling that physicians may prescribe
beer “may mean beer at tHe soda

fountain,” but never again beer over

the saloon bar or in the hotel dining
room,” Eaid former Attorney General
A. Mitchell Palmer here today.

“The law has fixed one channel
through which may be obtainad
for medicinal poses,” gald Mr.
Palmer, in speak§iig of his ruling on
beer, recently ¢ public after he

left office. :
rewers may manu-

*“It says plainl
facture, wholesale druggists only may
gell it wholesale*and it can be re-
tailed only by registered pharmacists"
on physicians' - prescriptions. That
cuts out the beer parties and the
growler.”

“The prohl%ltio‘n law,” said Mr. Pal-
mer, “will never 'be fully effective until
the public becomes of a con-
sciousness of wrong doing in violati
it. I think the majority of the physi-
cians will treat this beer matter one
Involving professional ethics.”

LAY-OFF IS AVERTED
OF PER DIEM LABORERS

The ney Commissioners, by action
taken at their first board meeting,
have averted the possibility of a lay-
off of per diem laborers in the en-

gineer department, it was learned to-
day. They adopted an order permit-
ting the highway department to ude
the regular day-labor force of the
city in*the resurfacing of Bladens-
burg road northeast from L street to
the District line, instead of attempt-
ing to get contracts for the job.

Congress appropriated $51,000 last
year for the paving of this road, but
at that time no contractor could be
Induced to bid for the job at the
amount named. 2 »

It became apparent recently to of-
ficials of the engineer department
that a shortage in the appropriation
for general repairs to puburban roads
would make necegsary a reduction in
the force of men on that work before
July 1, when the new appropriation
becomes available,

By putting these men at work on
the Bladensburg road job., however,
it is belleved the city will be able

; them all at work for the bal-
ance of the fiscal year. Work will
at::-it- immediately on Bladensburg
road.

READY TO SIGN TREATY.

WARSAW, March 17.—Polish, Rus-
sian and Ukrainian delegates will
sign the treaty bai_wee_n Bsoviet Russia
and Poland at 7 o'clock Friday even-
ing, it is officlally announced here.

‘ﬁe‘otllﬂonu on* the treaty which
will establish peace tween Russia
and this country Have been completed

|
J'll l
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STATE ROPSGAS
ACAINST WHTE SOX

Is Charged by Prosecuting
Attorney Crowe.

By the Associated Press.

CHICAGO, March 17.—Th,5__sti.te to-
day dropped the cases against all of
the Chicago White Sox base bill players
indicted for the alleged throwing of the
1919 world's series except Chick Gandil

The gaction was taken after Judge
Willfam E. Dever-had refused to grant
a continuance of more than sixty days
in the case. . ' :

grounds that it would take that length
'of time to'lﬂl%'hr“um" aence which would
give the prosecution a chance of con-
viction.

Will Seek New Evidemce.

Immediately after the action had been
taken Robert E. Crowe, state’s attorney,
announced that an attempt would be
made to gather new evidence and that
new indictments would be sought against
the men. The players whose cases were
dropped were those who had surren-
dered and given bail, m(g;l:f Claude
Williams, Joe Jackson, Felsch,
Ewede - Risberg, Eddle Cicotte, Buck
Weaver and Fred McMullin.

The cases of Gandil, Hal Chase,
Rachel Brown, Joseph'J. SBullivan, Abe
Attel and Bill Burns were stricken
off the court call by Judge Dever.
They were charged with being the
men who arranged the alleged con-
spiracy. Taking the cases off the call
prevents calling them up again for
six months.

“Witnesses Corrupted.”

Mr. Crowe In his announcement
that the cases were dropped, said
that he “was convinced that a crime
had been committed, but that cor-
ruption of the state’s principal wit-
nesses made it impossible to go on
with the case.”

“Joe Jackson, Eddie Cicotte and
Claude Williams, the meh who con-
fessed to the grand jury, have been
corrupted,” he declared.

“With their evidence available, we
would have a clean cut case against
these men and Be. sure of obtalning
convictions. Without their evidence
our case is hopeless.

“This case is not finighed. however,
and these men have not escaped pun-
jshment. We are going right after the
evidence that will -eguvict and we
know where to get it.

twhen this evidence has been pro-
cured I shall personally go before the
grand jury and seek new indictments,
and ‘there will” be no. mistake next
time,” -

Conspiracy Charged.

“A peculiar donspiracy has stripped
the state of its three chief witnesses,"
Mr. Crowe continued.- “I don't know
just how this conspiracy came about,
but T know it existed and that through
it the testimony given by Jackson, Wil-
liams and Cicotte was-lost to us.

“Also, a news syndicate in some un-
derhanded way obtained copies of the
grand jury testimony and offered it for
sale. Thus it has become plain that
the defense was in full possession of
ali of our evidence, and to proceed
would be useless.”

Mr. Crowe's announcement that the
cases would be dropped came after
Judge. Dever had set May 2 as the
date for trial. . ° '

Mr. Crowe .at .first - announced he
would nolle pros. all of the casea,
but was prevailed upon by Judge
George F.- Barrett, American League
attorney, to drop.gnly the cases against
the men who had surrendered and
given balil. : y

Judge Kenesaw M. Landis, bage ball
commissioner, refused to comment on
the action of Mr. Crowe.

“They've what?” shouted, when
told that the cases had been dropped.

“] can't say a.word,” he continued.

Piayers Discharged.

The seven former White. Sox play-
ers have been ‘formally and com-
pletely discharged from the team,
Presjdent Charlgs A, Comiske an-
nounced. The contractsa of all but
two expired last year, while George
(Budk) Weaver’s had one year more!
to run and Joe Jackson’'s had twao
years more. -, 4 ., p
- wAdditional information received

¥

&t Riga, where the ceremany of sign-
ln'_wﬁll take place. '

~(Continued on Page 2, Column 5.)

from state testimony, and which he
“é.ll was I:'lnpgulhle. i i

ara an er mother cried when!
Mr, Champion paid a tribute to his|
associate, Mr, McLean, for having re-
buked an attorney for the prosecu-
tion" who referred to the mother as
“an old woman."” -

“If the grave could open up and the
dead man have a reproach of con-
sginnce, he w:mld 1:II1 ¥You that he is
the one most to Ame,"”
shouted. e

“Girls like this have ever. been ac-
quitted; girls like this ever will be
acquitted so long as the spirit of: God

Abecial value in legislation regarding

never had a week's vacation im his
1ife. 8 ¥

J

lasts,” Champion said in closing, e,
J:;‘;_

er baving asked if v'Breathed
" tContinued on Page 2, Colun~ 37 -

J ‘

.}Eeview .of the Debs Case
~ Asked by President Harding

President Harding has asked At-

torney ral Daugherty to review
the case ‘Eugene V. Debs, socialist
predidential ndidate in 1920, and

now serving sentence under the
jonage act in Atlanta penitentiary.
Ii"ho President is understoed to have
acted in response to repeated sppeals
for another study of the evidence on

which Debs whs convicted. A simi-

son, but Mr. Wilson dec¢ided against
clemency. ’

The question of a pardon for the
socialist leader was agitated repeat-
edly during the last campaign, Mr.
Harding receiving sevemal requests
for generil.amnesty to political war
prisoners. 'To‘all of these he replied
that he could not approve a general

The state demendéd six mokths om the | -
_J 5

I TROTSKY

BIG TNT BLAST AT FIELD
MIRACULOUSLY MISSES
OTHER HIGH EXPLOSIVES

A twenty-pound can of TNT went
off with a roar in a small ware-
house filled with high explosives

' and airplane bombs today at Bol-
ling Field. And the luck of the
Army, coupled with prompt and
cool action by the men hurried out

on “fire call,” prevented serious
congequences.

Two men were in the warehquse
at the time. They ieseaped with
burna not consldered serious.

The building is located at the
lower end of the flying fleld. Why
the building was not blown to
splinters. through the ignition and
explosion of the other bombs is
declared inexplicable. Damage was

! inconsliderable, It was said.

- The “fire out* call had sounded be-
fore the District fire department
equipment from Anacostia had ar-
rlvel{m although it was a matter of
minutea between the g of the
alarm and the arrival of apparatus.
: at the post compll ted
3 t officers on the 8

[

to determine the causes of the

SUSHEVSTENS
BATTER KRNSTAT

Open Strong Fire on Fort-
ress—Four Big Fires
Along Coast.

By the Asscciated Press.

RIGA, March 17—The Russian
mission here asserted today that
the bolsheviki captured Kron-
stadt from the revolutiopists
Wednesday night.

COPENHAGEN, March 17.—The bol-
shevik batteries on the Karelian head-
land opened a strong fire against
Kronstadt yesterday, says the Hel-
singfors correspondent of the Ber-
lingske Tidende today.

The bombardment ,from Kronstadt
caused four extensive fires along the

coast toward Petrograd, the warships
at Kronstadt participating in the
bombardment, the correspondent adds.

Finnish refugees from Systerbak re-
port the bolsheviki are making ex-
tensive preparations for a new attack
on Kronstadt, four artillery divisions
with fgrty-eight four-inch and six-
inch guns being concentrated.

. REDS BALE ON RETURN.

Repatriated Object to Going Back
to Bussia—Four Commit Suicide.

LONDON, March 17.—Dispatches to
the London Times from Riga say that
red ‘soldiers-who have reached there
from German  internment camps do
not want to return to. Rusegia, four
of them committing suicide in pref-
erence. A special bolshevik mission
ja now in Riga for the purpose of
repatriation. <3t o

The Russian-Polish peace terms
have r been rprepared in three lan-
guagés—Russian, Polish and Ukrain- |
fgn. The  Poligh signatories are
Dombski," Schtrausberg, Lechoviteh,
Kazuk and’ Vassilievski; the bolshe-
viki are Joffe,, Ganietski, Obolienski
and Schumski. The treaty is to be
ratified at Warsaw within twenty
days and the exchange of the rati-
fled papers will take place at Minsk.
The Lettish government refuses to
allow the importation of Russian
ruples, as the bolsheviki have thrown
large ‘quantities into the Riga mar-
ket.

_Squeral thousand Russian emi-
§ from: America, who have been
psed 'permits t?' eRn:;r Ru;sl];:., _alt-.e
b ing restive in a and threat-
e:ugﬁl"}fﬂs against the Hotel Belle-
viie, ‘Where the Russian embassy’ is
located. . .. g
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MAKXES OVERTURES.
——

Capitulation of Kronstadt Is Not
Asked.

LONDON, March 16.—Leon Trotsky,
the soviet minister of war, is reported
in a ndon Times dispatch {from
Stockholm to be making new over-
tures for' the capitulation of the
Kronstadt ‘fortress. Although it has
been reported that he purposed send-
ing an ultimatum to Kronstadt that
if the fortress remdined obdurate it
would Ue, stormed_and raised, his
new te would not require capitu-
lation, but the signing:of an imme-
diate: armistice and the assembling
of a mixed commjssion to settle terms

PRESIDENTLIELY
TORELIEVE RIDLEY

Expected to Name Successor
to Aid, in Charge of D. C.
; Buildings.

Maj. Clarence 8. Ridley, Corps of
Engineers, United States Army, prob-
ably will be relleved of his duties
in charge of public buildings and
grounds of the District of Columbia.
and also as chief military ald to
President Harding. The President is
congidering the selection of his suc-
cessor, who, under the law, must be a
member of the Army Corps of Engl-
neers. 4

To make Maj. Ridley eligible. for
future detail in the General Staff

two hun§ired officers of the Army, to
tale a year's course of Instruction
at the school of the line, at Leaven-

worth, Kan. He has been ordered
to report to the commandant of the
fchocl September 5 next, for duty as
a student officer. In the meantime
he will be given leave of absence, the
first he will have had since he took
charge of the office of public build-,
ings and grounds, SBeptember 17, 1917.
He relieved Col. William W. Harts,
Corps of Engineers, who joined the
Army in France, and is now stationed
at Cincinnati, Ohlo.
Leaves Achievements.

Maj. Ridley performed excellent
service in the care and development
of the public parks and playgrounds
of the District. His principal achieve-
ments were the construction of the
Lincoln Memorial, the Arlington me-
morial amphitheater, the memorial to
the women of the civil war, the de-
velopment of East Potomae Park Into
a public playground, and the improve-
ment of Rock Creek valley and Me-
ridian Hill and other parks. In addi-
tion to his other duties, Maj. Ridley is
superintendent of the State, War and
Navy building afid all the temporary
buildings erected on the Mall and
élsewhere during the world war. He
is from Indiana and is a star gradg-
?;g_ot the Military Academy, class of

.

SUBMARINE ON ROCKS.

N-2 Runs High and Dry on Reef.
Sixteen Aboard Safe.’

- WESTERLY, R. I, March 17.—The
submarine N-2, a coastal type boat,
stuck to Watch Hill reef while ma-
neuvering off here today and ran up
on the rocks high and dry. Coast
guards who went out to her reported
that Lieut. Claude Farmer and his
crew of fifteen men would remain
aboard.

BONAR LAW QUITS CABINET

Lord of the Privy Seal Resigns
From British Government.

By the Associated Press.

LONDON, March 17.—Andrew Bonar
Ifaw, lord of the privy seal, today re-
signed from the cabinet. TI1 health

was given as the reason for his resig-
nation.

Toda‘ly’s News
in Paragraphs

Federal employes’ council meets Presi-
dent. Page 1
Representative Focht outlines hopes to
make Washington model world city.
s Page 1
Commissioners likely to favor removal
of street gas lamps. Page 1
President refuses to let U. S. forces
parade ‘with {rish. - Page 1
Children aid fund for Associated Chari-
ties. : ' Page 3
Commissioners arrange assignments of
duties. . e 3
Costa Ricans flay ewn government for
terminating hostilities with Panama.
Page 4
gned.
Page 4
Widower shoots divorcee and kills him-
pelf after her refusal to wed. Page 5
South Washington citizens object to
reflections on this part of city by a
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PRESIBENT REFUSES-
TOLETU.S. TROOPS -
PARADE WITH IRISH

Holds Part in Boston March
Might Tend to Influence
Foreign Relatioms.

CAUSTIC MESSAGE BRINGS

|FIRM WHITE HOUSE REPLY

Backs Up Action of Military and
Naval Authorities in Rejecting
Demand of Societies.

BY DAVID LAWRENCE.

President Harding has had his first =
taste of the Irish problem, and has
met the issue squarely by declining to
permit the United States government
to be drawn into any action that might
be construed as a recognition of the
Irish republic. § ‘

Mr. Harding received a telegram
couched in caustic terms. He did not an-* -
swer it in person, but directed his secre-
tary to sign the reply. The /message
which was sent by John F. Harrigan,
state president of ‘the Massachusetts ")TE
Council of the American Assoclation for J
the Resognition of the Irieh Republic,
read as follows: :

“To President Harding: Gen. Ruck-
man and Admiral Dunn, in press stalte-
ments today, say that to permit troops
to march in partisan demonstration, *
especially one unfriendly to another '

nation, would be a serious breasch of lj—‘
international amity. Pt
Cites Loeal Demonstration. O
“Evacuation day, March 17, is a lo-
cal demonstration of loyalty and pa- .
triotism that no devotee of toryism,
no matter how exalted his position,
can stop. Are these officials Ameri-
cans or satellites of foreign govern- =
ments? Ruckman and Dunn asked the
officials of the Evacuation day parade
if the American Assoclation for R::- P
Pl
ol

.

ognition ¢f the Irish Republic inte
to participate in the parade, :
they were told ‘ves’ they warned
against the parading with them of
men in United States uniform, whether
in service or reservists. Are they
autocrats or is this a dem ?
They say no authority can revoke this
decree. It is for Washington to say
whether they are supreme. As Amer-
icans we demand action in the name
of 125,000 citizens of our state mow
and the revocation of .orders . fro

Ruckman and Dumn.” :
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The White
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“Your telegram )
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Army and Ng u'm‘ mllln'

authority to d the forces !

.

their com . The :

raises no issue ahbout :hm
your celebration of

and the ppirit 8t. Patrick’'s day I
felt thr

ghout our country. but the
naval and milliery forces of the na.
tion can have no ‘in any dem-
onstration which
as influencing the foreign relations
of the republic,”
The se of the Harrigan mes-
was the subject

sage to Mr.
of a long conference; after which
Harding decided that

President Ll
was time to make clear the positie
of his administration on the Irigh
question. He himself feels the warm-
est sympathy with the aspirations ¢
the Irish people and., were the an in-
dividual without official responsibil
ity for the conduct of foreign rels
he would gladly speak his "
views, or aeaven participate as he
pleased in any demonstrations in be-

half of the Irish cause.
Seeretaries Uphold Action. i
But as President of the United
States, In charge of foreign relations
and , obliged daily to deal with
government of Great Britain,
which the United States Iz at peace, '
he cannot permit anything to happen
which the British might make a sub-

ject of official complaint.

War De

m

Secret Weeks of the
partment, who hails fro Massa-
chusetts and knows the Irish influs® |
ence in Dtehl':. mt e'h’oh!":d “;)h.p.zb Sec-
retary nby of the Navy oK
ment in upholding the actien of Gu.?_-
Ruckman and Admiral Dunn, in: i
fusing to permit American eoldies
and sailors to march in a p
where the flag of any unreco
country was flown. -

Mr. Harding during the last .
paign was regarded for a time E
likely to take an active part wi
elected in furthering the aspiration
of the Irish sympathizers. He
not hesitate, however, when the issus
was put before him In October te
state that he regarded the question
of Irish freedom as a matter between
Ireland and Great Britain, and he
held that it was not within the .
province of the United States govern=
ment to interfere in any manner.

Many Voted G. 0. P. Ticket.
Gov. Cox, on the other hand, said
he would agree to take the Irish
problem - for settlement béfore the
league of nations, and would, if elect~
ed, bring it officially to the attention
of the foreign governments.
was, however, regarded the
Irish ag of any importance, becauss
they were ranged against the |
of nations itself. Notwiths [
Gov. Cox's statement, the great bo
of Americans of Irish descent }
the demoeridtic party and voted
republican ticket. If by their w
they hoped to influence Mr. Hard
into taking a stand when Preside!
that he wag unwilling to take as
candidate today's statement from thé
White House may be construed
dashing to .the ground any
opes. . Harding . “has made
clear that he will not depart from
the policy pursued by President Wils
son of refusing to make an official
jssue of the Irish question.

(Copyright, 1821.) i

'U.'S: WATCHES UNIFORMS,

Federal A;uh Sean ‘l'llh,;:l

Marching Veterans. g

BOSTON, t%ﬁ 17.—~The celebra-
tion of the 146th anniversary of £
evacuation of Boston by the Bri

had its usual ‘mu:iof green

the same ti
day, but it lacked

mar ce of troops of the
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